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(Above) Andrea Getzlaff and Kellee Mantovani take advantage of warm weather by spreading out their 
blankets on the Knoll at Concordia University and soaking up some sun 
Photo by Kristina Shaw 
By Kristina Shaw 
It is finally time to throw away those heavy winter 
coats and sweatpants...until September that is. 
The sights of summer are all around Concordia's 
campus. The first 'real' warm week of the spring hit 
St. Paul during the first week of May. 
Temperatures soared to the high 70s and students 
enjoyed the sun by spreading their blankets and 
lying out in the sun. 
Students were seen all around campus with home-
work, laptops and anything else they could bring 
from their room to the outdoors to work on while 
basking in the sun's rays. 
As the week before finals continues, students at 
Concordia are feeling the strain of upcoming Finals. 
Many scramble around feverishly trying to finish 
essays, presentations and the beginnings of study-
ing for their Big Tests. 
Events around campus, combined with the warm 
sun and cloudless skies; help ease some of the 
stress students find settling upon their shoulders. 
The Strawberry Festival on Wednesday, May 3 
proved to be a delicious refreshment during the day. 
Many students and faculty alike could be seen 
milling around the tables full of goodies like fresh 
strawberries, ice cream and whipped - cream. 
Another upcoming stress-reliever is Knollapalooza, 
an outdoor concert on the Knoll that is scheduled to 
take place on May 9. 
Nowadays students' minds are focused ahead on 
their summer plans. Many are taking summer class-
es, many are working, but all are looking forward to 
some fun in the sun. 
Until then, however, students will squeeze in as 
much sun as possible in this last week of school. • 
Important End of the Year Dates:  
Monday—Thursday, May 8-11 — Spring Semester Finals 
Monday - Thursday, May 8-11 — Textbook Buyback 
Thursday, May 11 — Last Day for Laptop 
Renwal/Return 
Friday, May 12 — Residence Hall Move-out Day 
Friday, May 12 at 8:00pm — Baccalaureate Service 
Saturday, May 13 at 10:00am — Commencement 
Services 
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Sights of Summer 
As the end of the year approaches, summer is on everyone's minds 
`• 
• 
President Bob Holst 
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Honorary Doctorate Degrees Awarded to Three 
By Kristina Shaw 
Every year, since its beginnings in 1962, the Faculty 
Honors Committee has selected a list of Honorary 
Doctorate Degree recipients. This year, Concordia 
University is pleased to award these Honorary Doctorate 
Degrees to Rev. Prof. Sung Wan Park, Mr. Brad Hewitt 
and Mr. Les 0. Schmidt. 
According the Gretchen Beecroft, the President's 
Administrative Assistant, the Honorary Degree program 
was first started in 1962. The program's goal is to honor 
those who have become leaders in education, the com-
munity or the church. After- Concordia University 
received its BA status, "The faculty voted to award only 
one honorary degree, the Doctor of Letters, for all peo-
ple," said Beecroft. The recipients of this degree were 
usually district presidents, churchmen, educators and 
some lay people. But later, through the recommendation 
of past Honors Committees, this honor was broadened to 
include Laws and Humane Letters. 
Concordia's faculty, staff and friends first nominate the 
recipient of the degree to the committee. Based on spe-
cific criteria, the committee decides on whom to award 
the degree to. Those who are awarded the Doctors of 
Letters degree have accomplishments in pastoral, admin-
istrative, educational or artistic fields. The Doctor of 
Humane Letters focuses on philanthropic or creative lead-
ership in church, community, or professional organiza-
tions. The Doctor of Laws degree specifies contributions 
to the military, the government or businesses. Finally, the 
last degree is the Aeterna Moliri Award. Beecroft states 
The Verdicts In:  
_Junior High Youth 
Gathering A Success 
By Jeanna Trost 
Following tradition, this year witnessed another suc-
cessful Concordia annual Junior High Youth Gathering. 
April 7 and 8 was the weekend of Concordia's annual 
Junior High Youth Gathering. Imagine 500 children of 
God gathered together to celebrate and learn about the 
Risen Christ. 
God communicated to the Junior highers, adult leaders, 
counselors, and committee members to make the weekend 
entertaining as well as educational. 
Old friends re-uniting, new friends being made, dancing, 
singing, learning, and playing were all incorporated into 
the 99-00 theme, THE VERDICT'S IN. 
John 3:19-21 "This is the verdict: Light has come into 
the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because 
their deeds were evil Everyone who does evil hates the 
light, and will not come into the light for fear that his 
deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth 
comes into the light, so that I may be seen plainly that 
what he has done has been done through God." 
Many Concordia students and faculty became busy early 
in February to help organize this big event. In the end, 
their hard work paid off. 
A big thank-you is sent out to those of you who endured 
all the work they put into the gathering and especially to 
God who guided them. 
The children were provided with the opportunity to 
become equipped with the message that Jesus has come 
into the world—not to condemn it but to save it! 
They also were encouraged to spread the gospel to oth-
ers by learning different ways of service within the com-
munity and world-wide. 
Third they were challenged to share their faith and to 
defend it through leadership and friendship. 
While the kids were doing this, the adults attended 
workshops about youth ministry lead by fun and exciting 
leaders. 
Everyone was able to hear the Awesome band, attend the 
dance, shoot a few hoops or play some volleyball, watch 
the dramas, and learn from the speakers. 
LIFE IS PRAISE! REJOICE THE VERDICT'S IN!  
that this award is for those who have "Built for eternity" 
through church work, missionary, educational or institu-
tional. Aeterna Moliri Award recipients may have already 
earned another honorary doctorate degree and this award 
honors them for their efforts to build for the future. 
This year the three recipients were chosen to receive the 
Honorary Doctorate Degrees for specific reasons. 
Reverend Professor Sung Wan Park was selected for the 
Doctor of Laws award. Beecroft states, "Prof. Sung Wan 
Park has been a leader in the Lutheran Church in Korea, 
both as a pastor, liturgical scholar, and professor of New 
Testament Worship at Luther Theological University. His 
deep commitment to sharing the Christian Gospel and his 
caring pastoral nature have made him an effective pastor 
and professor respected by students, colleagues and all in 
the Lutheran Church in Korea." 
Mr. Brad Hewitt was selected for the Doctor of Laws 
award. He has accomplished much in the business world 
and is a volunteer in the church. "Now as a professional 
church leader, he combines his effective leadership style 
Two primary feelings 
grip me as we near the 
end of the academic 
year. 
First, I feel pride. 
Amazing things have 
happened this year. 
"Life is Praise" has been 
our theme and I saw so 
many things that merit 
praise. 
I am tempted not to list 
even a few because I 
must omit so many. 
But I am proud and grate-
ful. I take pride in the wonderful Monday noon vocal 
and instrumental music recitals! 
Papers — good papers - crossed my desk as pro-
fessors often sent me a copy of student projects 
with a note like, "Thought you'd appreciate this." 
Week after week, I read and heard cautious, curi-
ous, critical, and creative thinking in the course that 
I taught with Professor Wise. Moments talking with 
students in SEASA and UMOJA gathering places 
enriched my year. I was amazed at our students' 
athletic ability and competitive drive 
demonstrated during both victories 
and defeats. I loved chapel. In Word 
and sacrament, God comforted the 
afflicted and afflicted the comfort-
able. Life is praise. 
My second feeling, as the year 
counts down, combines apprehen-
sion and anticipation.I wonder and 
worry about what lies ahead for our 
graduates? 
What vocations will be pursued? 
What advances degrees earned? 
What hills must be climbed? 
What valleys walked through? 
Reasons for my apprehension and anticipation are 
illustrated by email from Namibia from Seraphina  
with a deep commitment to enabling the Gospel to be 
shared with people," states Beecroft. 
Mr. Les Schmidt, who is receiving the Aeterna Moliri 
Award, is the Coordinator for Volunteer Ministries for the 
Board for Mission Services of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod. His devoted service to this ministry has 
been very effective. He has been able to recruit volun-
teers from numerous places around the world and has 
made it possible for his volunteers to travel to all parts of 
the world. "His care and mentoring of volunteers has 
been exemplary and has truly 'built for eternity' in the 
lives of the volunteers and the people with whom they 
come in contact," said Beecroft. 
There is no limit to the number of degrees the commit-
tee can award, but the most ever granted in a single year 
was five. The Honorary Doctorate Degrees are handed 
out at Commencement at the end of every year. Among 
distinguished past recipients was Dr. Johnetta Cole, the 
President of Spellman_ University. 
If the recipient cannot make it to the campus at 
Commencement time, the award is sometimes held until 
that person can be present to receive it. Many of the 
recipients are very humble people and do not want to be 
recognized in person; thus sometimes the award is given 
privately. 
Concordia University offers congratulations to all three 
of the award recipients this year and honors them for their 
accomplishments in all fields of life 
Richardson. 
With her permission, I share words to suggest 
serendipities in your future. 
"I have been volunteering in a hospital that looks 
like something out of a bad movie...I work in the 
Emeigency Room. 
Last night the place was piled to the ceiling with 
bleeding, dying people. 
There are no doctors — only two first year residen-
cy students...They wanted me to give injections and 
do stitches on stab wounds. 
Although I am not qualified...there was no other 
help and stitches were the least of their worries con-
sidering all the people literally dying on the E.R. 
floor... They showed me how once and came in to 
check on me every now and then. 
I injected anti-bleeding Oxoycon (something like 
that) into the wound and with surgical pliers and 
tweezers stitched up stab wounds all night. 
I can't even explain to you what it was like sticking 
a needle into someone's face while they were bleed-
ing and screaming at me in a foreign language. 
In between my 'patients,' I watched people with 
bullet wounds to the heart, etc. die right in front of 
me. Between 6-10pm every single patient we drew 
blood from was HIV posi-
tive. The hospital estimat-
ed 80% HIV positive...It 
was one of the most shock-
ing things I've ever experi-
enced." 
Although maybe not as 
dramatic, the days ahead 
will also surprise all of us 
with challenges and oppor-
-tunities. 
Go in peace — you carry my 
pride, anticipation and apprehension. 
President Bob Hoist 
President Holst: 
Reflecting on the past year and future 
News 
Sword, Concordia University 	 May 2000 
Pamela: Brain and Braun 
New Director of Career Services at Concordia 
By Sarah Johnson 
As Concordia University continues to grow in 
enrollment, the departments and areas of service 
continue to increase as well. An example of these 
recent expansions include the new Director of 
Career Services, Pamela Braun. Braun started this 
position in February. After working at the University 
of Minnesota, Braun said, "I wanted to get back to a 
smaller environment." 
Though this position is typically covered by other 
people in the administrative office, this year the uni-
versity decided to expand it into a full-time position 
in order to focus more directly on the career con-
cerns of Concordia students. Now advisors can 
refer students with career questions to the Career 
Services office instead of handling the questions 
themselves. This new position is a way for all bases 
to be covered efficiently and will help students 
receive assistance more effectively. Services 
include individual appointments, meeting with first-
year students about a major, and meeting with alum-
ni looking for a career switch. 
The first step one encounters in their meeting in 
the Career Center with Pamela Braun is defining 
their interests. Braun said, "I think people really 
need to feel passionate about their work." In order 
to define this passion and connect it to a career, 
Braun helps the person to explore what he/she is 
drawn to and to discover their interests. Ways to 
narrow down interests include taking the Strong 
Interest Inventory and the Meyers Briggs Indicator. 
For students already decided on a major, Braun 
offers them further, specific direction. 
Establishments such as the Alumni Mentor Program 
By Stefanee Escay 
Concordia, bring out your biggest beach blankets and 
prepare for some fun in the sun! 
On May 9, from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m., the annual festivity 
of Knollapalooza will take place. 
Started as a low-key, all-day music concert a few years 
ago, this event was originally held on the knoll outside the 
Hyatt dorms (hence the name, Knollapalooza). 
As years progressed and this fabulous occasion bloomed 
into a tremendous affair, last year this `palooza' was trans-
ferred to a nearby softball field. 
The move created an abundance of complications, how-
ever. Dirt from the field agitated the sound system and 
created a dust bowl for the entertainers as well as the audi-
ence. 
By Sarah Klemp 
This picture is of a simulation exercise used in the 
Intercultural Communication class developed by student 
Amber Zimmerman to study culture through immersing 
students in a 'military culture.' Through this simulation, 
students were able to increase awareness of the roots of 
culture, comprehend the effects of culture and recognize 
intercultural communication differences. 
give Concordia students the opportunity to "shad-
ow" people who already working in the student's 
chosen profession. This allows the students to see 
how their future job choice impacts the lives of 
employees. Also, by using this program, the student 
will receive an excellent reference tool when enter-
ing the job market. 
A second benefit offered by the Career Center 
includes resume and cover letter reviews. Pamela 
Braun is dedicated to working with the student to 
present themselves and their resume as a complete, 
professional package. Another step in this process 
includes the students conducting mock interviews, 
after which the student and Braun watch the tape to 
correct mistakes. This helps the student become 
more confident when walking into an interview. 
In the future, Braun is interested in expanding the 
Career Center to encompass the needs of more 
students. This expansion would include visiting 
Concordia classrooms to inform students about the 
Career Center and present to the students ways 
they can ease their way into the job market. Besides 
classroom visits, Braun is interested in conducting 
workshops for students. 
Preparing students for entering the career world is 
of key importance to Braun. Braun encourages 
strong affiliations between Concordia students and 
specific careers as a way to help start a path for the 
student when they graduate from college. Braun 
wants to help strengthen these affiliations by having 
organizations come to Concordia's campus as a 
way to present job opportunities for students inter-
ested in that specific field. Braun said this would be 
helpful, "especially where there is not the next logi- 
The 'knoll-istic' atmosphere was also involuntarily elim-
inated, which caused last year's happening to be a memo-
rable occurrence for all the wrong reasons 
But this year, after three months of tedious planning and 
preparation, Knollapalooza is sure to set all Concordia 
minds at ease during finals week. 
Jason Moran is one of the main coordinators for this 
operation and in an interviewee for Detail, Concordia's 
first news program. 
He spoke of the plans they have for the big event this 
year. 
For starters, this engagement will return to the knoll. 
After all performances there will be a dance, organized by 
Student Senate. 
It is estimated that seven bands will entertain fans, fea-
turing a profusion of rhythmic music. 
Local groups such as Spiero, Spare Change, and Spirit 
Garage, along with four other surprise bands, will be per-
forming this year for students' viewing and listening 
pleasure. 
Earnings from this concert support an organization 
every year. 
This year, Knollapalooza intends to donate all profits to 
the Youth Express organization, a program that benefits 
the young community around Concordia University. 
By purchasing food, beverages, and T-shirts, your pro-
ceeds will be donated to and greatly appreciated by the 
Youth Express of St. Paul. 
Everyone knows that Finals week is a stressful time for 
all on campus. Between studying and packing up your 
room for summer, many people are busy around the clock. 
Many students combine their studying with some music 
and, in the past, have brought their exam materials to look 
over while basking in the sun and listening to inspiring 
music. 
However you spend you last week on Concordia's cam-
pus, don't miss out on an opportunity for some pre-sum-
mer R & R with R & R' (rock and roll with rest and relax-
ation, that is).  
cal step." 
Right now, Braun is concentrating on finding out 
exactly what kind of services students at Concordia 
are looking for. It is important to note that the Career 
Center is not a "career placement center"; rather 
Braun is looking to be active in teaching students 
and equipping them with certain skills so they can 
find jobs more easily themselves. Braun encourages 
students to "seek out these services because you're 
paying for them." Through the Career Center, stu-
dents will be able to obtain the right knowledge and 
readiness to enter the career world and that will only 
make the transition easier and more enjoyable for 
students. 
Knollapalooza: Come Celebrate with Music 
Food at the Shindig of the Millenium 
Keri Shepherd 
Arts 
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Fear Love? 
Student Reviews Guthrie's "The Darker Face of Earth" 
By Mark Boehme 
With the help of the members of the English department 
here at Concordia, over 60 Concordia students and facul-
ty were able to get reasonably priced seats to the produc-
tion of "The Darker Face of the Earth." 
The production was staged at The Guthrie Theatre in 
conjunction with the Penumbra Theatre Company. "The 
Darker Face of the Earth" is a play by Rita Dove about 
slavery in the South, using the theme of Oedipus Rex 
where the son kills his father and falls desperately in love 
with his mother. (This is where the psychological term 
"Oedipus complex" comes from.) 
The tragic story begins when Amalia, in response to her 
husband's philandering behavior, has a relationship with 
one of her slaves Hector and begets Augustus. She is 
forced to let the doctor take the baby to a person who will 
take care of it in order to avoid disgracing the family 
name. Louis, Amalia's husband, tries to kill the baby by 
putting horse spurs in the basket with the baby when the 
doctor is leaving. Twenty years later, Amalia unknowing-
ly buys an extremely cheap slave who was responsible for, 
"Twenty-two separate acts of aggression and rebellion." 
That cheap slave just happens to be Amalia's son 
G ood bye Ka ri . 
Augustus. Not knowing that Augustus is her son, Amalia 
soon falls in love with him and they have a love affair. 
Through a complicated series of events, Augustus ends up 
killing his father, Hector, and Amalia ends up killing her-
self when she learns that Augustus is her son. In the end, 
Augustus is honored for being the successful leader of the 
rebellion that overruns the plantation. 
My main criticism of the play was the fact that Augustus 
did not gouge out his eyes with his dagger as Oedipus 
does in "Oedipus Rex." It left me with a feeling of anti-
climax. At several points during the show, the action on 
stage was a little overwhelming. There was dancing, 
humming, and chanting going on while important scenes 
were happening on other parts of the stage, and it became 
• • 
hard to concentrate on the main action. The . 20 year gap 
that was easy to comprehend when reading the play was 
much harder to understand when actually watching the 
play. 
In my opinion, the slide show at the end of the play was 
the best part of the production. It flashed pictures of var-
ious leaders, pictures of slaves, as well as memorable 
members of the black community throughout history on 
three screens. 
There was Martin Luther King Jr., cotton pickers in the 
fields, Washington Irving, and Muhammad Ali. The most 
amazing part of the slide show, however, was the last two 
slides. The second to last slide was a picture of Malcolm 
X which may not seem like a significant occurrence at all. 
As my mind was pondering that information, the last 
slide was projected on the screen at center stage. 
It silently stayed there, glowing - a picture of a single 
black slave. 
He was strong, yet his face looked pained. 
You could almost hear the voice of Augustus echoing 
through the silent auditorium, "If fear eats out the heart, 
what does love do?" We will never know, until we stop 
being scared to love. 
Graduating Art Student Reflects on Years at Concordia 
By Sarah Klemp 
"God was really pushing me 
to go here," Keri Shepherd 
said as she reflected on her 
past three years at Concordia. 
According to Keri, all you 
have to do is, "trust in God," 
because He knows the best 
plan for your life; His plan for 
Keri was to attend Concordia. 
Keri, whose hometown is 
Brainerd, Minnesota, majored 
in Art Education with a Lutheran Confessional Heritage 
minor. 
She first heard about Concordia from some DCE interns 
that she had met. After her two years of school at Central 
Lakes Community College, she decided to come to 
Concordia which was the only school she was really inter-
ested in. 
Transferring schools was made easy for her because the, 
"Professors were very helpful," in advising her through  
everything. 
Although Keri is now looking forward to getting a job 
in the "real world" she knows she will miss all of her 
friends and professors that she has met along her journey 
at Concordia. 
As Keri starts to follow her dream of getting a teaching 
job with elementary students, she remembers how she 
decided what her major would be. 
She gives this advice to those who do not know what 
they should go into yet, "Look at what types of classes 
you're really interested in taking. Then, talk to those pro-
fessors and advisors from those classes." 
Keri was interested in taking art and religion courses 
which led her to her major, and soon to her job. 
An art exhibit displaying Keri's works appeared in the 
Buetow Gallery from March 27-April 13. 
As graduation quickly approaches, she wants to thank 
everyone for all the wonderful comments she received 
(Right) A painting of Ked's. It was presented in her 
art exhibit. 
from her art exhibit. 
She was also thankful that so many of her friends and 
family came to see her show. 
Shedding New Light on the Darkroom Aids Aspiring Photographers 
By Katrina Guidera 
Gone are the days of crowded work space, drippy ceil-
ings, and dust-filled air. 
For the past semester, the photography students have 
been rejoicing over their new darkroom. 
The sculpture room in the tunnel Was renovated over 
Christmas break to become the much needed photography 
darkroom and work area. 
The old darkroom was connected to a classroom that 
was fine when the evening class was held, but cumber-
some when a student wanted to work during the day and 
had to interrupt a class to do so. 
Now, instead of one small room with every needed tool 
squished into it, this new area has a darkroom twice the 
size of the original and another work room for developing 
film, drying, and framing photo prints. An added bonus is 
a door in between the two rooms that swivels around in a 
circle so the darkroom stays light-tight. Students who are 
curious can venture in and try it out themselves. 
Seasoned photographer John Hannemann had used the 
old darkroom for four years and welcomes the change, 
"The new darkroom has a general sense of freedom allow-
ing people to move about and not get in each other's way. 
It also has an artistic feeling to it, like the groovy check-
ered floor and high contrast black to white walls. The old 
photo lab was just an old makeshift storage room that was 
sufficatingly small." 
The old darkroom was separated by two curtains from 
the adjoining classroom. 
The chalkboard from that classroom and the low, falling 
apart, ceiling tiles kept the room full of dust. 
Dust is one of the photographer's worst nightmares. It 
shows up on enlarged prints and is extremely hard to elim-
inate. 
The darkroom also only had room for five enlargers and 
one area for developing. With the growing number of  
photography students, this was incredibly inconvenient. 
It was also impossible to print very large size photos 
because the ceiling was too low and the enlargers could-
n't get the photo big enough. 
With the new facility able to hold at least nine enlarg-
ers and two areas for developing and ceilings twice as 
high, there is now ample space for all students to get their 
work done. 
There is also a feeling of inspiration and freedom in the 
new open space, "I feel less pressure in there, I can work 
there all day," commented Martha Paschke. 
Where there is a happy photographer who enjoys his or 
her work, there are good photography productions. Cate 
Venneland, the photography professor, is also proud of 
the new facility; "It's so fantastic not to have water drip on 
your head while you're working.... it is still a work in 
progress...we're working out all the problems as we 
go... it is designed as much by the students as by me." 
The additional space of the new darkroom helps not only 
its artistic feeling but the convenience aspect as well. 
Everyone involved has reason to be happy at this new 
change. 
(Above) Zora Neale Hurston 
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Zora Neale Hurston: 
Campus HostsTheatrical Biography 
By Kenyari Williams 
One of history's most 
inspiring African-
American literary icons, 
Zora Neale Hurston, 
was recently showcased 
in a theatrical produc-
tion on campus. 
Hurston was a folk-
lorist and novelist dur-
ing the Harlem 
Renaissance, a period 
during the 1920's when 
African-American cul-
ture flourished in New 
York City. 
Her colorful and adven-
turous life and her contribution to the Harlem Renaissance 
was revisited through the vibrant two-person play "Zora 
Neale Hurston: A Theatrical Biography", an ARTS-Us "edu-
tainment" Production. Concordia's own W. Toni Carter, 
founder of ARTS-Us, portrayed Zora, and Corey A. Walton, 
acting since the tender age of 11, played multiple roles in the 
production. 
The Arts-Us organization seeks to enrich youth, educators, 
parents and the community. 
The biographical play was set in a New York City bus sta-
tion on Christmas Eve, 1949. The audience was introduced 
to the world of Harlem as it was then, and as it had been over 
the prior 25 years, revisiting the news headlines, the music 
and people of the time. The play also glimpsed the politics 
shaping that period in America. 
The Harlem Renaissance was a time of rebirth for African 
Americans in the U.S., both artistically and politically. Only 
60 years beyond slavery and still living with its effects, 
African Americans were now able to express themselves in 
ways previously discouraged and sometimes even outlawed. 
In Harlem, New York, across the country, and throughout 
the world, African American spokespeople, thinkers and 
artists of all types achieved excellence in their varied pro-
fessional fields, and gained the attention and awe of the 
entire world. 
Zora Neale Hurston, an extraordinary storyteller often 
referred to as the "Queen of the Harlem Renaissance," was 
best known for her expressive nature in telling the folktales 
that represented the rich oral tradition of the Old South. 
Most African Americans in the Old South could not read or 
write and had not kept written records; their tradition of sto-
rytelling provided means of remembering their history and 
perpetuating African American culture. Hurston admired 
this oral tradition and cultural record keeping. 
She dedicated her life to recording the stories so they 
would continue to be passed on. In Hurston's home town of 
Eatonville, Florida, the first all-Black township to be incor-
porated in the United States, these tales had been told in 
abundance, especially on "Joe Clark's porch" where she was 
a frequent visitor. Hurston was spellbound by these stories 
as a child, and she wanted to share them with others. 
She had not always had it easy as a child, having, "Been 
through sorrow's kitchen and licked out all the pots," as she 
recounts in her book Dust Tracks on a Road. 
When her mother died during her adolescent years, Hurston 
soon found herself far away from Eatonville and on her own. 
She worked her way through grade school, then earned her 
place at Howard University and Barnard College, working 
under the world's leading anthropologist (or so she thought).  
Dr. Franz Boas. 
Zora combined her love of storytelling with her anthro-
pological training, returning to the South to collect the tales 
she had heard during her early years. She also traveled to 
the Caribbean Islands to steep herself in another area alive 
with the cultural remnants of the African heritage. 
An independent and talented researcher, writer and story-
teller, Hurston devoted her life to the struggle of preserving 
Black cultural heritage. 
Even as many Blacks were attempting to shed the past and 
assimilate into mainstream American culture for the promise 
of equality, Hurston's stories recalled the great depth of 
African American roots and their links to the past. 
They provided the security of a rich cultural heritage as a 
foundation for her people. For this, she was both celebrated 
and criticized by whites and black people alike. 
"Zora Neale Hurston: A Theatrical Biography," provided a 
captivating ride through time that took the audience through 
the high and low points of Hurston's life and career, pausing 
here and there to provide glimpses of other American per-
sonalities who shared center stage with her. 
(Below) Reading through lines, 
W. Toni Carter portrays Zora Neale Hurston 
and COrey Walton plays all the male roles in 
this The4trical Biography. 
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Realities of Ministry: DOE Interns in Taiwan 
By Jackie Gronbach and Jean Beck 
If you have even been on a short term mission trip, to a 
national youth gathering, to summer camp, or involved in 
some other Christian retreat, you know about the "moun-
tain top" experience of ministry. 
It's that charge you get, that feeling, that amazing 
amount of energy and enthusiasm from an activity cen-
tered on the gospel. During this mountain top experience 
you feel like you can conquer the world and you are ready 
to preach like Paul. These mountain top experiences are 
important in the spiritual life of a Christian. 
Our assumption of volunteer mission work overseas was 
that we would be on the "mountain top" for the whole two 
and a half years. This has not been the reality. We have 
experienced many "mountain top" moments, but there 
have also been many "valley" moments too. 
Some of the highlights of living in Taiwan are relation-
ships with students and co-workers, having someone 
understand your Chinese, understanding someone else's 
Chinese, finding your way back home, and seeing excite-
ment for the gospel. These are the things that missionar-
ies like to write and talk about. 
But, as in every other profession, there are low moments 
in ministry. That is the reality of life. For us, the low 
times have been homesickness, getting squid when you  
thought you ordered chicken, hearing a student talk about 
their temple worship, not being able to,communicate the 
gospel on a more personal level (because of the language 
barrier), and not understanding the culture. 
The struggle for us has been finding out where to go or 
what to do when we are in the "valley." The highs are 
easy to deal with but how do you use the lows that God 
(Above) John Howe, Jackie Gronbach, Miriam 
Wolfgram, Jean Beck, Emma Hanson, Carl and Jen-Hsi 
Hanson at Emma's baptism. (Photo Submitted) 
gives you in your ministry? The struggles and difficulties 
are not really what we prepared for, but they happen. And 
we have probably learned the most from having to rely on 
God's help to get through the tough times. Why did we 
think life and ministry in Taiwan would be all smiles? 
Why do we think life will always be happy? God never 
promised us that we would never have pain or fear. In 
fact he warned us of it and let us know that he is stronger 
than the world. "In this world you will have trouble. But 
take heart! I have overcome the world." (John 16: 33). 
When we think of mountains and valleys, we need to 
remember that it is the mountains that are always brighter 
and bigger. Jesus died, but then he conquered death and 
sin. He died and rose again. We can celebrate the life 
God gives us because he overcame the worst "valley" of 
all: Satan. It is because Jesus conquered death that we can 
live and serve him freely. 
There will always be hard times during our service to 
God but our heavenly reward outweighs them. By keep-
ing,our focus on Christ (through the good and bad times) 
we can say, as Paul did, "I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is 
in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day." 
(2 Timothy 4:7-8). 
If Only I May Finish The Race. . . 
By Dr. Carter 
"It's like wrestling," he said. We were watching the 
guys' first weekend of conference ball from the new 
platform behind the backstop, but we could have 
been discussing softball. 
The whole team is supportive, but it's up to the 
individual to do it— the pin in wrestling, the hit or the 
catch in a ball game. 
Support was evident that weekend in the noise 
coming from the dugout and the soundtracks select-
ed for batters. But there was no getting away from 
individual responsibility on the mound, behind the 
plate or in the outfield. 
I can repeat my train of thought from several arti-
cles in this series: those of us who are not in sports 
can learn from those who are. 
In this case, there is at least a lesson to be learned 
about the willingness to take on responsibility, to be 
the one who acts. Watch one of those high (high!) 
fly balls, think about how much time there is waiting 
while the whole world watches, wondering whether 
you will catch it. Yeah: go for it. 
Athletic Director Dan O'Brien had invited me up on 
the platform. (What a weekend it was, with our soft-
ball and baseball teams going 8 for 9!) He remind-
ed me that in these games, batting .300 is a major 
accomplishment. That wouldn't do much as a free 
throw percentage or a test grade, but for batting, it's 
wonderful. 
Watching the game, I thought also about the sig-
nals. Watch the third base coach gesturing. Which 
one was the sign for the batter? Watch the catcher 
in the crouch. What was the sign to the pitcher? 
By this point in the game I recognized how much 
more I work in the brain than in the body. I do run—
hence the "race" reference in the theme for this 
series—but more than that, I think. So I thought 
about comparisons to Christianity: 
1) Jesus is the outfielder who calls "Mine!" and 
saves you from the threat of messing up the high . fly 
ball, or Jesus is the designated hitter so you don't 
have to worry about striking out. But I'd argue that 
those images aren't the best. The fact that Jesus 
died for you sets you free for, not from, the respon-
sibilities in your life. 
2) Jesus rushes in and makes the error that saves 
you from the threat of messing up. Yeah: watch 
Jesus make errors with the Pharisees and Pilate. If 
he had just taken a good communication or psych 
course he could have handled the crowds better. 
But closer to the truth: Jesus is the error. He was 
made sin for us. 
3) Batting .300 is a good image for the Christian 
life, that we can take risks and that much will go 
wrong. But my hunch is that most people wouldn't 
hear God's grace and freedom in this; they would 
just hear how much work we have to do. 
So finally I quit. There is no image, really—there 
hasnn't been one all year in this series—that fully 
conveys the Gospel, the life of Jesus and His life in 
us. Our teams have been good. II'm grateful to 
them for their play, their work, their friendship. But 
God and the Gospel are something else. In Jesus, 
it's called grace. If you're not sure what that means, 
stop by my office, or look at the cross. Amen. 
"Be Blessed" 
For all the negative things we have to say to ourselves, God has an answer. 
(Taken from various forwards that circulated Concordia University) 
You say: "I can't figure things out" 
God says: I will direct your steps (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
You say: "I feel all alone" 
God says: I will never leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5) 
You say: "Nobody really loves me" 
God says: I love you (John 3:16 & John 13:34) 
You say: "It's impossible" 
God says: All things are possible (Luke 18:27) 
You say: "I don't have enough faith" 
God says: I've given everyone a measure of faith (Romans 12:3) 
Spiritual 
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Highlighting Students' Achievements 
Christina Meyer: 
Director of Christian Education 
By Stephanie Gruhn 
Christina Meyer is a fifth year DCE student. Her major 
is Parish Education with emphases in Youth and Family 
Ministry. She has been certified as a DCE, and as of the 
writing of this article is going through the placement 
process. Her name has been sent out to various churches 
looking for a DCE and she is interviewing with some of 
them. 
Meyer began her schooling in 1995 at Truman State 
University in Kirksville, MO. At that time she was plan-
ning to become an elementary school teacher. 
After her first year there, she was invited by her home 
congregation to serve in a summer internship under the 
DCE. Because of this summer experience and her 
involvement with church activities during high school, 
Meyer realized her calling as a Director of Christian 
Education. 
She began to examine the schools in the Concordia 
University System. During her sophomore year she con-
tinued her education at Truman State while planning to 
transfer to a Concordia. When she visited CSP, she loved 
the atmosphere and community of people. Because at 
that time CSP was still on the quarter system, she could 
not transfer mid-year with ease, so she returned to her 
home in St. Louis and took classes at St. Louis 
Community College. 
In the Fall of 1997, Meyer began attending Concordia 
and entered the DCE program. During her time here, she 
has served in a variety of capacities on various boards, 
including the DCE leadership board, the team that creat-
ed assessments for entering and exiting students, and the 
Junior High Youth Gathering executive board. It was on 
this last board that she served first as Adult Education co-
chair and this year co-chaired the entire executive board. 
She has worked as a Resident Advisor during this school 
year and has been involved in DCE Bible study. 
Meyer spent the 1998-1999 school year on an intern-
ship at Messiah Lutheran Church in Clio, Michigan. This 
internship is a part of the program for DCE students. Her 
philosophy of education involves, "Empowering and 
equipping youth to use their God-given gifts to serve him 
in the community. I want to give them the tools in which 
they can be His disciples. Keep them in the word. 
Provide fun activities and ways to connect to it — make it 
a part of their life." Within her ministry she wants, "To 
really teach the heritage to our kids and help them under-
stand what makes us uniquely Lutheran. What is the dif-
ference between everybody? Why do we call ourselves 
Lutheran? It's more than just 'our parents go to the 
Lutheran church.' " She also wants to,"Empower fami-
lies to share their faith across generations." Rather than 
having parents drop off their kids for Sunday school and 
confirmation, Meyer wants to work with the parents and 
equip them to be the "primary faith-formators" in the 
lives of their children. Along with this, she stresses the 
need for service as a part of the daily life of a Christian, 
for those in the church to take their faith and live it out in 
their daily lives. 
Burke Perry: 
Pre-Seminary 
By Chris Weismueller 
Burke Perry will graduate this year having completed 
the Pre-Seminary studies program and minors in 
Confessional Lutheranism and Life of the Church. Perry 
has been at CSP for three years, in which time he has been 
involved in many things and made many close friends. 
Perry's road to Concordia probably had more curves than 
the typical CSP student. 
Before coming to Concordia, Perry was a chef for ten 
years, including work at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in 
Phoenix, Arizona for three and a half years. Perry holds 
an associate degree of applied science in culinary arts. 
While he was working in Arizona, Perry was very active 
in his church; he even started a college age Bible study, 
which continues to meet today. After ten years as a chef, 
Perry decided to pursue his calling to become a pastor. 
Supported by his pastor and his sister, among others, 
Perrydecided to enroll in a Concordia University System. 
"I always dreamed of coming to a Concordia," Perry said. 
Perry first looked at possibly attending Concordia 
Irvine, but found that it did not suit him. After ruling out 
Irvine, Perry began considering CSP. Perry was greatly 
impressed by his early contacts with CSP. He was sur-
prised one day to come home from work and find a mes-
sage on his answering machine from President Hoist, 
who was in Arizona and wanted to meet with him. Perry 
made the decision and came to CSP. 
In his three years here, Perry has sung in both the 
Jubilate and Christus Choirs and gone on a CMS trip to 
Florida, among many other activities. In fall of 1999, 
Perry was responsible for beginning Concordia's 
Compline service. Compline, which will continue even 
after Perry graduates, is every Thursday at 10:00 PM. 
Although Perry has been involved in a vast assortment of 
many activities, Perry's greatest Concordia highlights 
are, "Meeting people I will never forget [and making] 
friends that are really, truly friends." 
Above all, Perry says, "The greatest, central, and most 
awesome thing that I heard, learned, and received here at 
Concordia was the Saving Gospel of Jesus Christ!" 
Perry looks forward to studying at Concordia Seminary 
in St. Louis, MO. He intends to move to St. Louis in 
August and begin classes in September, taking with him 




By Stephanie Gruhn 
"As a Lutheran educator, my ministry encompasses 
many different things, including children and their par-
ents. People see that my faith is evident through words 
and actions, love and caring. Being able to share the joy 
of the gospel with all people, not only my students, is an 
area in which I feel that I have been greatly blessed." 
Those who know Drew Gerdes best know that this is true 
for him. 
Gerdes is a senior graduating in the church teacher pro-
gram this year. 
He is certified in Early Childhood, Kindergarten, and 
Elementary Education. 
He has already received a call and will be moving to 
Springfield, Missouri in August to teach at Springfield 
Lutheran School in the fall. 
He will teach first grade there next year due to a large 
number of students in the class. 
After next year the current kindergarten teacher will be 
retiring, at which point Drew will become the kinder-
garten program teacher. 
Gerdes has been involved in a number of activities at 
Concordia, many connected to his position with the 
admissions office during his first three years here. 
He was in charge of the Fridays at Concordia program 
for two years and helped with Church Careers Camp. 
He has also been involved with the OAR planning corn-
mittee, small group Bible study, and this semester is serv-
ing as a teaching assistant for the Intro to Mexican 
Culture class. 
Gerdes said that his philosophy of education is "to be a 
role model for children, to guide them in their learning 
through teacher direction, self-exploration, enrichment, 
and play. Children learn by doing, not bylecture. I like 
to have fun with my kids and see the benefits and joy of 
their learning opportunities." 
A big part of his ministry is the fact that he is a man 
going into elementary education. 
He looks at families in today's society and how a lot of 
kids don't have a male role model in their lives. 
Gerdes' ministry involves being that role model for the 
children in his classroom. 
(Right) Th Oswald Hoffinan School of Christian 	_ 
Outreach (OHSCO) Scholarship winners 2000-2001. 
From left to right: Carrie Opperman, Thomas 
Wemlinger, Lynn Adams, John Schmoll, Faith Craig, 
Tim Garrels, Rebecca Schaffer, Joshua Legband, Erin 
Johns and David Miller. 
Congratulations in receiving these prestigious awards! 
Choir students rehearse thier music 
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Students Pack for Poland 
Christus Chorus Enjoys Week in Europe 
By Rachel Ehrhard 
Many people dream of getting the opportunity to travel 
across the world and visit new places. This year, fifty peo-
ple from the Concordia community were given the oppor-
tunity to fulfill such a dream. Forty-five students in 
Christus Chorus, one alumnus, and four chaperones 
packed their bags and music, and headed for Poland. The 
trip began on April 28. 
The tour began in Warsaw where Christus Chorus direc-
tor Dr. David Mennicke said, "We'll do sight-seeing the 
first day in the sun, and try to beat the jetlag." The choir 
sang for a service and performed a concert at a church in 
Warsaw before moving on to the Gaude Mater, a sacred 
music festival held in Poland every May. 
The festival lasted for six days, May 1st through 6th, and 
was held in Czestochowa. Concerts were performed 
about every other day either in Czestochowa, or in sur-
rounding communities. 
Dr. Mennicke said, "One concert 
is a massed concert of Polish 
sacred music specially commis-
sioned for this Festival." The stu-
dents and chaperones were also 
given an opportunity to take in 
some of the area's culture and his-
tory. 
They visited the Krakow, a major 
Polish cultural center, and the con-
centration camp site at Auschwitz. 
The group returned on May 7, 
just in time for the students to 
take their finals for the semester. 
The opportunity for such a trip began when Dr. 
Mennicke pursued a choir tour in Germany. Dr. Mennicke 
had hoped to put together this tour with retired university 
choir director, turned tour consultant, Vernon Opheim. 
When they found that interest was lacking, Dr. Mennicke 
gave tapes and CDs of the choir to Opheim, who hap-
pened to have close ties to Wieslawa Krodkiewska, the 
retired coordinator of choral activities for the Polish gov-
ernment. Opheim shared the 1997 Christus Chorus CD 
with Krodkiewska last spring, and she was impressed 
enough to issue an invitation to Gaude Mater, Poland's 
annual international sacred music festival. The festival is 
open to groups only by invitation or audition. In the past, 
countries represented have included Brazil, Ethiopia, 
Russia, Canada, the United States, and numerous 
European countries. 
The festival provides room and board, along with local 
transportation and concert venues. The festival is held in 
the city of Czestochowa, in southern Poland. 
Czestochowa is considered to be the center of the Polish 
heart, a mecca for Polish Catholics. It is also the site of 
By Joy M. Spitzack 
For months the Christus Chorus rehearsed, raised funds, 
and made preparations for their trip to Poland at the end of 
April. Before leaving, they did not know the concrete 
details of what they would be 
doing. Dr. Mennicke was told 
that it is very customary, when 
dealing with people from 
Europe, for details not to be 
important. 
Living moment by moment is 
the best. Those who like pre-
cisely planned itineraries are 
left a little uneasy. 
The choir's travel agent 
assured Dr. Mennicke that 
they would be fine. 
Their tour guide, Veesha, is the retired coordinator of 
choral activities for the Polish government. She is known 
all over Poland and was a huge asset for the choir. The 
information that the Polish government gave about the 
Music Festival is limited and has many Polish words that  
the famous "Black Madonna" sculpture. 
The invitation alone was not nearly enough to bring a 
group of musically inclined students from Minnesota to 
Poland. When Dr. Mennicke received the invitation in 
April 1999, he took a poll of the returning choir students 
to see if they were even receptive to the idea. 
There were a couple issues that needed to be evaluated. 
The tour dates are during the last week of classes and 
finances would also come into play. The cost would come 
close to fourteen hundred dollars a person. 
Dr. Mennicke says, "The response was overwhelmingly 
in favor of pursuing the trip." However, this would not be 
the last step. The proposal was brought to the college 
deans and to Vice-President for Academic Affairs, Carl 
Schoenbeck, in late May. The idea was embraced and it 
was agreed that academic demands, student teaching, and 
internships could be worked out to accommodate this 
opportunity. 
Now that the idea was becoming a 
reality other measures had to be 
taken. A repertoire would' be 
formed. "The tour concert is chosen 
from among 30 pieces built around 
the theme 'Come, Holy Spirit.' The 
concert explores the presence of the 
Holy Spirit throughout the Biblical 
narrative and in our lives today," 
says Mennicke. 
Six of the pieces divide the choir 
into three small ensembles conduct-
ed by student conductors. "My 
favorite pieces are probably the Bach 
motet and the Schuetz, `Komm, Heileger Geist.' The stu-
dents just voted on pieces for graduation, and the top 
choices were, 'I will not leave you comfortless,' a motet 
by William Byrd and, 'Hope for Resolution: A Song for 
Mandela and DeKlerk' that we sang at the Christmas con-
cert," comments Mennicke. The students worked very 
hard on the music and fundraising all year. 
They sold CDs, solicited donations,'sang in concerts, 
and went out in small ensembles to twenty-four different 
churches since October. 
Student Senate donated a two thousand dollar grant, and 
over all the choir has raised close to twenty thousand dol-
lars, which covered the cost of about a third of the people 
on the trip. 
Many people worked together to put this trip together. 
Hard work and a lot of time and effort has made an idea, 
and a dream, a reality. 
Fifty people from this campus have been given an awe-
some opportunity. Before the tour began Dr. Mennicke 
stated, "They are singing beautifully and will represent 
Concordia very well." 
are hard to pronounce. 
Tne tour began Friday, April 28 as the choir departed 
from the Metropolitan Airport to Warsaw. The first week- 
end was spent in Warsaw, sight-
seeing and singing. May 1-6 was 
spent rehearsing and singing at 
concerts and worship service in 
Sosnowiec, Siemianowice 
Slaksie, and Czestochowa. 
The choir will have a chance to 
sing their own tour material as 
well as mass music pieces with 
other choirs from around the 
world. This week is not all hard 
work; there will be time for half-day 
outings to area cities for shopping 
and great food. 
They will also visit Krakow and Auschwitz concentra-
tion camps. The choir returned May 7 from Warsaw arriv-
ing in Minneapolis in the mid evening. they will encounter 
on their trip. 
What Exactly Is the Choir Gonna Do in Poland 
Annalisa Wingets reads through music. 
"The friends I've met—including teachers. 
Without the people there wouldn't be a 
school." —Weston Musachio 
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Concordia Speaks  
What Are You Going to Miss About Concordia? 
By Laura Fisk 
"My laptop—I do everything on that thing!" 
—Kim Hudepohl 
"The gossip— I love how everyone knows 
what everybody's doing all the time, and how 
nobody really has a private life. Just kidding! I 
really do enjoy the people and the relation-
ships that are built here. And that's what I 
would miss the most." —Justin Barnum 
othing...well, maybe the exciting nightlife 
—Dave Galchutt "I'll miss you guys. That's all...nothing else." 
—Marge 
"The Union building—it's a comfortable place 
to sit." —Linda Hamilton 
"Tuesday nights at the Onion. It's not Concordia, 
but it's darn close." —Brent Stufft "The students—everyone is so friendly here!" 
—Shawn Urban 
"Caring and considerate faculty and students [ 
[and] a Christian community that recognizes and 
nurtures the manifold gifts of all its people." 
—Lowell Sorenson 
..• 
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Spring Fling Fun 
(Above) (L-R) Melissa Bargfrede, Blair Hample, Elise Williams, 
Jessie Schutte, Katherine Bates, Mary Bates, Kellee Mantovani and 
Andrea Getzlaff 
A group of girls head out to Spring Fling that took place Saturday, April 
8 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Minneapolis. The dance began at 9pm 
and lasted until 1pm. A shuttle bus from Concordia - University helped 
usherstudents back and forth between Concordia and the dance and 
- provided an alternate travel accomadation to driving. This year Spring 
Fling.was organized by Student Senate, specifically organized by Andrew 
'.Baker. By Sarah Johnson 
During the non-snow off season the US Womens' Alpine Ski 
Team members used the "Ski Team" diet to lose 20 pounds in two 
weeks. That's right - 20 pounds in 14 days! The basis of the diet is 
chemical food action and was devised by a famous Colorado 
physician especially for the US Ski Team. Normal energy is 
maintained (very important) while reducing. You keep "full' - no 
starvation - because the diet is designed that way. It's a diet that is 
easy to follow whether you- work, travel or stay at home. (For men 
too!) 
This is, honestly, a fantastically succesful diet. If it weren't, 
the Us Womens' Alpine Ski Team wouldn't be permitted to use it! 
Right? So, give yourself the same break the US Ski team gets.. Lose 
weight the scientific, proven way. Even if you've tried all the other 
diets, you owe it to yourself to try the US Womens' Alpine Ski Team 
Diet. That is, if you really do want to lose 20 pounds in two weeks. 
Order today! Tear this out as a reminder. 
Send only $8.95 - add . 50 cents RUSH service, to: 
MIDWEST ASSOCIATES, 3318 S. Glenstone, Suite 308, Springfield, . 
MO 65804. Don't order unless you expect to lose 20 pounds in-tv■re. 
weeks! Because- that's what the Ski Tea Diet will do.. 0 	• • 	1994 
LOSE 20 POUNDS 
IN TWO WEEKS! 
Famous.S. Womens' Alpine Ski Team Diet 
"It's time for m 
energies into a 
here." 
e to c 
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Coach Dennis Getzlaff Appointed Directorof Concordia Athletic Department 
School hopes to name new men's basketball coach by June 1 
By Joe Austin 
Concordia University, St. Paul head men's basketball 
coach Dennis Getzlaff has accepted the newly created 
position of director of Athletic Promotions and Events. 
Getzlaff, 50, will oversee athletic promotions and 
events, as well as assisting on fund raising and corporate 
sponsorships. 
"I'm very appreciative of the enthusiasm and skills 
Dennis has brought to the basketball program over the 
years," said Concordia athletic director Dan O'Brien. "I 
am pleased that this new position will enable him to con-
tinue contributing to the success of Concordia's Athletic 
Department." 
Getzlaff has been a fixture on the Concordia campus 
since-coming to the school in 1988. 
He has served in a variety of other roles, including 
assistant to the vice president for Student Affairs, Head 
Volleyball Coach and Athletic Director. Getzlaff came to 
Concordia University after a successful high school 
coaching career in Kansas that included two state titles. 
The winningest coach in school history with 142 victo-
ries, Getzlaff's teams won one Upper Midwest Athletic 
Conference championship and made five NAIA playoff 
appearances. 
In the Golden Bears' first year in the NCAA Division II 
level Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference, the team 
finished eighth with a 5-13 record, and a 10-20 record 
overall. 
"It's exciting to see Concordia's athletic program grow-
ing and thriving, and I'm glad I will be a part of that con-
tinued success," Getzlaff said. "However, it's time for 
me to channel my energies into a different area here. I've 
truly enjoyed coaching at Concordia, but this was simply 
too good an opportunity to pass up." 
Getzlaff expects to start his new duties June 1. 
O'Brien said a search for a new coach will start imme-
diately. "I hope to have somebody on board by June 1," 
O'Brien said. 
In the interim, Getzlaff and his assistant coaches will 
remain on staff and oversee the program until a head 
coach replacement is identified. 
0 et 
Strong Season for Softball 
By Dan Steffen 
The Golden Bears softball team started its inaugural 
Division II season on the right paw. 
Skipper Tom Rubbelke, who is in his third season at CU, 
heads the golden girls in their journey into the NSIC. 
The Bears started their season in California where the 
"price was right" and the bears compiled an 8-1 record. 
In California, the bears were led on the mound _by. Paige 
Dopp, who went 4-1, and Joey Menart who went 
4-0, including an astonishing perfect 
game. Leading the bats for the Bears 
was freshman sensation Penny 
Witzenburg, with two long balls, and 
was matched by Sheila Hanson, who 
also had two. 
With their busy schedule the girls 
even had time to make an appearance 
on national television on the game 
show "The Price is Right." 
Out of the sun and back into the cold weather of 
Minnesota, the Bears played host to numerous teams at 
the Rice Dome. 
Once again, Penny Witzenburg led the bats, hitting a 
homerun and a grand slam in the same game. Witzenburg 
compiled seven RBI's as the girls stomped Mayville 8-0, 
and went on to a 3-1 record at the dome. Witzenburg was 
named NSIC player of the week for her showing at the 
dome. Paige Dopp also captured a nomination for the 
NSIC pitcher of the week award. 
With an overall record of 19-3 the bears share a piece 
(Right) 
On softball's trip to 
the sunny state of 
California, they 
were able to 
squeeze in a trip 
to Universal Studios. 









of the Pie with Winona State for first place in the NSIC 
with a 6-1-conference record. The Golden Bears softball 
team is on their way to improving their 31-16 showing of 
last year under the senior leadership of Angie Piche' and 
Andrea Miller. "The true test is coming" said coach Tom 
Rubbelke when the Bears travel to Mankato to face the 
seventeenth, team in the Country St. Cloud State. 
In that, same weekend, the Bears will also see North 
Dakota State University, who is ranked fourth in the 
nation. The bears will have to 
turn to sophomore Paige Dopp 
who is 10-3 with 104 strikeouts, 
and Joey Menart who is 9-0 
with 35 strikeouts to pass their 
test. 
Hitting will also be a crucial 
part to holding on to their first 
place slot. Penny Witzenburg is 
leading the Bears with a .459 
batting average 23 RBI's and 8 homeruns. 
Close behind is Freshman Lisa Harfield who is batting 
.328 with 21 RBI's and 5 homeruns. 
Staying on top of the NSIC will be a tough task for the 
Girls of Concordia, but who would have picked them 
even to be on top of the NSIC in only their first year? 
With a lot of talent and hard work the Golden Bears 
have already proven themselves on the field. The next 
few games are important to help them achieve their goal 
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2000 Track Team Perseveres Through Challenges 
By Ryan T. Austin 
The 2000 outdoor track season for the Golden Bears has 
been a challenging experience. Hindered by injuries and 
limited numbers, the team has 'persevered. 
The Concordia track team continues to make steady 
progress at the Division II level, and is looking forward to 
the NSIC Outdoor meet at UM (Duluth) May 12-13. 
Coach Don Glover is continually impressed by the 
teams' competitive nature, and sees great potential in his 
athletes that will culminate in a strong placing at the con-
ference meet. To this point, the outdoor season has 
demonstrated Concordia's potential for greatness in the 
NSIC conference. 
Concordia's first outdoor meet of the season was 
Saturday April 1 at the University of Wisconsin Stout 
"Blue Devil" Invitational where the women finished 12th 
and the men in 15th place. 
On the women's side, the meet was highlighted by 
Meredith McCall's school record shot put throw of 33'5 - . 
The Bears were also led by Sara Keiser's third place fin-
ish in the 800m, Erin Buecksler's fourth place finish in the  
pole vault, and Laurie Steffenhagen's fourth place finish 
in the long jump. 
The women's 4x100meter and 4x400meter relay teams 
demonstrated a strong first effort of the season by finish-
ing forth and fifth respectively. 
For the men, the Bears were led by RyartAnderson's fifth 
place finish in the javelin throw at 152' 9". 
Despite the overall poor showing in the final results, 
Concordia established a winning attitude that will drive 
the team for the rest of the season. 
At the University of Wisconsin River Falls Track and 
Field Invitational, Concordia's winning attitude produced 
great results. 
The men won the meet with a team score of 127 points, 
giving the Golden Bears their first win of the 2000 
Indoor/Outdoor track season. 
The women's team also competed well, finishing fourth 
overall. 
The men's team was led by first place finishes in the 
javelin throw by Ryan Anderson, Andrew Bosl in the pole 
vault, Reed Tietz in the 110m high hurdles -(not knocking  
any of them down for the first time all season), and Mike 
Kloos in the high jump. 
The men's 4x100meter team set a school record with a 
time of 44.25 seconds in their first contest of the season, 
and Dwayne Palacio finished second in the 100meter with 
a time of 11.61 seconds. 
The women were led by Erin Buecksler's first place fin-
ish in the pole vault, Meredith McCall's fourth place fin-
ish in the shot put, and Laurie Steffenhagen's third place 
finish in the long jump.. 
Overall, the Golden Bear track teams ended the day with 
25 finishes of fifth place or better, and 44 top ten finishes. 
According to Junior Jenny Danielsen, "We are coming 
together as a team more than ever before. 
Nationals are no longer merely a dream, but a reality for 
a few (members of) the team and will be for more as the 
outdoor season progresses." 
The Golden Bears continue their outdoor season April 
29 at the University of Wisconsin Superior Invitational. 
Geoff Carlston Named Head Volleyball Coach 
By Joe Austin 
Geoff Carlston has been named head volleyball coach 
at Concordia University. Carlston, a Twin Cities native, 
replaces Liz Perryman, who resigned after six seasons. 
Carlston, a 1993 graduate of the University of 
Minnesota, has been coaching for nearly 
a decade. He had been on the staff of the 
University of Minnesota coach Mike 
Hebert since 1998. 
Prior to that assignment, Carlston 
coached the Belize national team for 
two years, finishing in third place at the 
Central American championships in 
1997. 
He also served as head coach at Hopkins High School 
from 1994-95. His teams went 41-17 in that stretch and 
won the Classic Lake Conference title both seasons. 
"Geoff brings a wealth of experience in recruiting and 
knowledge of the game," said Concordia athletic director 
Dan O'Brien. "He's a teacher first and foremost. But he 
also knows how to bring out the best in talent. We're 
thrilled to have him head our volleyball program." 
The Golden Bears struggled in their first season in the 
Division II Northern Sun Conference, posting a 9-33 
overall mark (0-18 in the NSIC). 
"Obviously, we have some work to 
do," Carlston said. "The Northern Sun 
is a very good league but once we get 
the players believing in themselves, we 
can make our mark in the standings 
next year." 
Carlston competed in high school at 
Robbinsdale Armstrong and then 
played for the Gophers' club team. 
He was named Defensive Player of the Year three years 
in a row and also was 
named Big 10 Player of the Year in 1992 and 1993. 
He begins work immediately. 
Erin Buecksler: Track All-American 
By Joe Austin 
Concordia's track team placed its first athlete on an All-
American team in the history of the program this year in 
Erin Buecksler. 
Buecksler, a 19 year old sophomore communication 
major from Eagan, Minnesota placed second in the pole 
vault at the NAIA National Meet in early February to earn 
the honor of All-American. 
Buecksler's second place finish was just a fraction of an 
inch from becoming a national championship. 
On the last jump of the final vaulter in the competition, 
Buecksler's only remaining competitor skimmed the 
10'10" high bar, it wabbled, but it did not fall and the 
competition was extended. 
Had the bar fallen, Buecksler 
would have been crowned 
national champion. 
Both of the two remaining 
competitors cleared the bar at 
11'2", but unfortunately 
Buecksler was not able to clear 
the bar when it was reset at 
11'6" and finished second. "I missed at 11'6" because the 
depth of the standards weren't right on one of the jumps. 
When 'I cleared on my second jump at 10'10", I freaked 
out because I was in first place at that point. I wasn't real-
ly clear-headed enough to do it after that. At meets, I'm 
really competitive and I don't like talking. I wasn't like 
that." 
Besides holding the school pole vault record at 11'2", 
13uecksler also holds the school record in the pentathelon,  
the 55 meter hurdles with a time of 9.8 seconds, and the 
triple jump with a distance of 33'8". 
She says her key to success is, "Not to accept any . 
but first place. Even if I get first, I don't accept anythin 
less than my best. I want to break lily PR [personA 
record] every time." 
According to Buecksler, her desire to win and do her 
best is something  she was born with. "In school, sports, 
or friends. I don't accept anything less than my best I 
don't like to get below an "A", I don't like to get less than 
first, I don't like messiness. I'm pretty much a perfection 
ist." 
When, not honing hert 
and field talents, Buecksler 
may be found out on a lake 
angling for bass. On the one 
day of the week I don't have 
work or school I get up at like 
four in the morning and go." 
Among her favorite spots are 
Milacs in the summer time and 
a few small hidden lakes near Eagan. 
Despite her success so far, Buecksler is still motivated 
to reach new heights in her athletic career. "I haven't got 
first at nationals yet. 1 want to get 12' this year and high-
er than 12' next year." 
Head track coach Don Glover feels confident that 
Buecksler will continue to achieve in the future. "If 1 was 
in a brawl in a dark alley, I'd want her on my side." 
it 'm pretty much a 
perfect ionist" 
